34" Annual Eighth Grade Essay Contest

“Will AI Be A Threat or Opportunity For My Generation?”

Sponsored by

Tte Missoani Peace Officens Foundation
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Contest Rules

Open to all eighth-grade students in Missouri enrolled during the 2025-26 school year.
Minimum of 500 and a maximum of 750 words — References must be cited — Single sided paper

The Missouri Peace Officers Foundation readily acknowledges that spelling, punctuation, and proper grammar are
important in essay construction. However, for purposes of this contest, judging emphasis will be placed on the
content and message of each entry.

Entries must be typed. The student’s name, class hour, and teacher’s name must be on page one of each essay.
Submit only the three best essays from each class hour that is participating. Entries must be reviewed and
submitted by the principal or teacher to be eligible — Not by the student.

All entries must be received no later than February 18, 2026. All winners will be notified by letter to their
teacher.

Entries become the property of the Missouri Peace Officers Foundation. Entries will not be returned, and the
Foundation is not liable for lost or missing entries.

The Missouri Peace Officers Foundation reserves the right to reproduce and to publicize the names of the winners
and their essays.

) PLRIZES

18t Place: $300 *
2" Dlace: $200
37" Place: $100

*Students with the winning essays will receive $300. Their teachers will receive $100, and their

schools will receive $100.

Five cash prizes will be awarded in each of the eastern and western sides of the state for a total of ten prizes.

Winners will be contacted through their teacher before the end of the 2025-26 school year.



OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM - 34" Annual Eighth Grade Essay Contest

(Please make copies as needed. This form must be clipped to the front of each essay — no staples.)

“Will AI Be A Threat or Opportunity For My Generation?”
Due By: February 18, 2026

Student: Class Hour:

School Name:

School Address:

City: Zip:

Teacher:

Teacher Email:

Teacher Mobile:

(Entries received without the entry form will not be accepted.)

Email to: the.mpoa@mopoa.org (Do not email through Google Docs.)

OR send to: Essay Contest
Missouri Peace Officers Foundation
101 West McCarty Street — Suite 200
Jefferson City, MO 65101

Office: 816-581-3767

The mission of the Missouri Peace Officers Foundation is to unify Missouri law enforcement’s
support of their communities through education, support, and service. The Foundation funds
annual community programs that focus on our children. Among these is an annual essay
contest, with cash awards for 8" grade students. We also sponsor a college scholarship award
program for the sons, daughters, and grandchildren of Missouri law enforcement officers who
are members of the Missouri Peace Officers Association (MPOA).
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